
LOWER PLATTE NORTH NRD

PLATTE, ELKHORN RIVERS & PERENNIAL STREAM

BANK STABILIZATION COST-SHARE PROGRAM POLICY

PURPOSE

To provide property owners (landward) the opportunity to request cost-share assistance from the LPNNRD to

construct erosion control devices for stream bank stabilization on the Platte, Elkhorn Rivers and Perennial Streams.  The

NRD will also assist organized Dike and Drainage Districts with bank stabilization and maintenance of Dikes along the

Platte River.

DISTRIBUTION AND COST-SHARE OF FUNDS

A) The LPNNRD Board of Directors will allocate funding each Fiscal Year (July 1- June 30) as long as the

program for stream bank stabilization is needed on the Platte River between River mile 106 and 28, the west

bank of the Elkhorn River in Dodge County and Perennial Streams within the District’s boundaries.

B) Unobligated Bank Stabilization Funds on hand may be redistributed to other cooperators on the priority

list and to emergency projects.

C) Funds may be reserved and targeted toward high priority projects as determined by the Lower Platte

North NRD Board of Directors.

D) Funds may be used to pay 50% of the total bill, which may include rock, hauling, installation, trees,

biotechnical methods, and any material permitted by the Corp. of Engineers and Section 404.  Funds may also

be used in the purchase of grass seed and trees for the development of a riparian zone on the banks of the

Platte, Elkhorn Rivers & Perennial Streams. (see riparian zone regulations)  Receipts from the project work

must be turned into the District for verification to receive cost-share assistance.

E) Landowners will be approved for a minimum of $1,000/year or $2,000 every other year on the Platte

& Elkhorn Rivers.  Dike and Drainage Districts will be approved for a minimum of  $3,000 within the program

year, but, on request could be allocated as much as $4,000.

Landowners on Perennial Streams will be approved for $1,000/year.  The number of allocations is dependant

upon the District’s budget.  Projects will be considered on a case-by-case basis with priority areas ranking the

highest (priorities listed below).

F) Dike and Drainage Districts may use their cost-share assistance funds for Dike repair and maintenance

as long as the Dike is certified or they are working toward certification under the Corps of Engineers PL84-99

Program.

G) Applicants requesting cost-share assistance, who do not have a natural riparian zone of 50' (in width)

along the Platte, Elkhorn River & Perennial Stream banks must develop such a zone to obtain NRD cost-share

funding. (see riparian zone regulations)
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REQUIREMENTS

A) Eligible applicants must submit a Bank Stabilization Application and aerial photo to the District office.

Applications may be obtained from the LPNNRD office in Wahoo.

B) Landowners and Dike and Drainage Districts are required to obtain the necessary permits from the

Corp of Engineers (404 permit), Department of Environmental Quality and County Zoning (if applicable).  The

District can assist in preparing the required applications.

PRIORITIES

Priorities for cost-share allocation are to protect:

1) Public Facilities

2) Permanent Residences

3) Crop Ground

4) Pasture Ground

5) Timber and Wildlife Areas

6) Recreation and Cabin Areas

INELIGIBLE SITES

1) All islands on the Platte & Elkhorn Rivers.

2) Any creeks or streams that are not classified as perennial and lakes within the LPNNRD.

3) Levees owned privately property, unless the project has considerable public benefit  (i.e. roads,

bridges) and is sponsored by the County.



LOWER PLATTE NORTH NRD

BANK STABILIZATION PROGRAM

PLATTE, ELKHORN RIVER & PERENNIAL STREAM RIPARIAN ZONES

DEFINITION

An area of diverse vegetation (trees, shrubs, grasses and forbs) adjacent to and including a stream, river, or

other body of water that is, at least periodically, influenced by flooding in a natural state.  In natural conditions, a riparian

corridor is a self-sustaining ecosystem.  Its extensive root system and forest floor litter act to stabilize the soil against

erosion including bank erosion and filtering pollutants.

PURPOSE

The purpose is to establish the native Platte, Elkhorn River & Perennial Stream vegetation in the Riparian Zone

from the river/stream bank to 50 feet landward.  This riparian vegetation will help stabilize the river/stream bank with

their extensive root systems and also provide wildlife habitat.

CONDITIONS WHERE THE PRACTICE APPLIES

The Riparian Zone practice will apply along the Platte, Elkhorn Rivers and Perennial Streams within the Lower

Platte North NRD where 50 feet of riparian vegetation does not exist.  An area where the landowner or tenant is

cropping, pasturing or doing some other activity that has eliminated the natural vegetation.

CRITERIA

Platte, Elkhorn River & Perennial Stream Riparian Zones will consist of one 50 foot wide zone from the waters

edge (bank) to 50 foot landward.  The zone must be planted to native grasses only or a mixture of grass, trees and

shrubs that are adapted to the soil type for the area.

Grasses can be purchased from any grass dealer.  Typical grasses for the Platte & Elkhorn River bottoms are:

Sand Bluestem, Little Bluestem, Sand Lovegrass, Indian Grass, Switchgrass, Red Clover and Sweetclover.

Trees and shrubs are available through the LPNNRD Tree Planting Program.  Trees and shrubs adaptable for

the Platte & Elkhorn Rivers are: Cedar, Cottonwood, Green Ash, Silver Maple, Honey Locust, Dogwood, Autumn

Olive, Chokecherry, Plum, Silver Buffaloberry, Sandcherry, Cotoneaster and Honeysuckle.

PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS

Plans and specifications for developing a Platte, Elkhorn River & Perennial Stream Riparian Zones can be

prepared by the LPNNRD staff with assistance from the landowner and/or tenant.  Plans and specifications will be

designed to fit the particular area in need.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE GUIDELINES

1) Mowing can only occur after the third year of growth and every third year thereafter, and in emergency

situations to do stream bank stabilization work.

2) If livestock are on the adjacent area such as pasture or stalks the Riparian Zone will need to be fenced

off.

3) Work is allowed on the area for stream bank stabilization such as jetty maintenance, new construction,

etc.



Jetty and Bank Stabilization

Cost Share Application

Landowner __________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________

Telephone(s) __________________________________________________________________

Social Security/ Fed. Tax I.D. # ____________________________________________________

Tenant __________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________

Telephone __________________________________________________________________

Legal Description ____________________   ___________  ___________  ____________

              County     Section    Township      Range

Do you have an up to date 404 permit through the Corps of Engineers for new work? Yes or No

Make sure your 404 status is up to date with the Corps of Engineers to receive NRD cost share.

Describe Erosion Problem ________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Proposed Solution ______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Include aerial photo with problem area marked if you are a new applicant.
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